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tion, thanks to so many people who are com-
mitted to that ideal, the ideal that art and cul-
ture are not so much a pastime as a definer,
a clarifier, a representation of America.

Recently, the First Lady and I returned from
a trip to the Far East and to Russia, and, as
in other visits, we saw how prized an export
our culture is. It’s not just coincidence that it
is embraced and adapted by a world increasingly
sharing our democratic ideals. Visit almost any
part of the world and there can be no doubt,
our art, our music, our dance and theater are
among our greatest ambassadors.

Here in America, the Kennedy Center is the
Nation’s stage. It’s hard to believe that just a
quarter century ago it was only a goal. President
and Mrs. Kennedy realized the significance of
a national cultural center. They even held a
telethon to raise funds for the center. Of course,
President Kennedy could not have known that
he would be the center’s greatest inspiration
and its namesake. But there could not be a
more fitting living memorial, for at the Kennedy
Center each night we enjoy great performances.
Each year we honor great performing artists.
Every day we work to commission and create
new works and to reach and educate a new
generation.

The Kennedy Center makes our culture ac-
cessible as it never was before. Last year more
than 2 million people attended performances at
the center. Another 20 million saw its touring
and broadcast productions. And many of these

people who could not otherwise afford the price
of admission took advantage of free and low-
cost performances.

The Kennedy Center is truly a place for all
Americans. It is promise and proof of our shared
values. It offers a forum to an amazing variety
of God-given talents. The best of art endures,
enriches, and enlivens the human condition far
beyond the horizon of any of our tomorrows.
Our art is the best record of who we are, what
we have been, and what we hope to become.

President Kennedy said it best in words in-
scribed in the marble walls of his memorial:
‘‘There is a connection, hard to explain logically
but easy to feel, between achievement in public
life and progress in the arts. The age of Pericles
was also the age of Phidias. The age of Lorenzo
de Medici was also the age of Leonardo da
Vinci. The age of Elizabeth was also the age
of Shakespeare.’’

Tonight we pause and pay tribute to the
deeper sources of our strength, the expressions
of the human spirit that light up not only our
stages but our national life. We celebrate 25
years of the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts, and we look forward in joyful
expectation to new generations of performances.
The best of the Kennedy Center is yet to come.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Exports of Alaska North Slope Crude Oil
April 28, 1996

Today I am taking action that will allow, for
the first time, exports of Alaska North Slope
(ANS) crude oil. Permitting this oil to move
freely in international commerce will contribute
to economic growth, reduce dependence on im-
ported oil, and create new jobs for American
workers. It will not adversely affect oil supplies
or gasoline prices on the West Coast, in Hawaii,
or in the rest of the Nation.

I am also announcing additional measures to
address safety concerns relating to oil tankers
and other commercial vessels in Puget Sound-
area waters in Washington State.

I want to express my appreciation to Con-
gress, led by the Alaska congressional delegation,
for its bipartisan support of the legislation that
has made exports possible. In addition, I want
to express my appreciation to Alaska Governor
Tony Knowles. It has been a pleasure to work
with him to make ANS exports a reality.

After careful consideration, I have determined
that ending the 23-year ban against exporting
ANS oil is in the national interest, subject to
four important conditions:

1. Tankers exporting ANS crude oil must re-
main outside of the 200-mile Exclusive
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Economic Zone. This will ensure that
tankers in the ANS export trade remain
far from the U.S. coastline and the envi-
ronmentally sensitive areas along the Aleu-
tian Islands.

2. ANS export tankers must be equipped
with a satellite communications system to
permit the Coast Guard to monitor the
tankers’ positions.

3. ANS export tankers must be inspected an-
nually, in accordance with U.S. Coast
Guard policies and procedures. This condi-
tion will ensure that the tankers are kept
in safe working order.

4. ANS export tankers will be required to
exchange their ballast water in deep ocean
water prior to entering Alaska’s Prince
William Sound. Ship logs will record bal-
last exchanges and will be checked periodi-
cally by the Coast Guard. This condition
will help prevent the introduction into
Alaskan fisheries of nonindigenous, aquatic
nuisance species.

These requirements, which will be applied to
ANS oil exports as export license conditions,
will protect Alaska’s unique environment and
abundant natural resources. A fifth require-
ment—that exports be carried in U.S.-flag tank-
ers, crewed by U.S. merchant seamen—is al-
ready in place under PL 104–58, the oil export
legislation I supported and signed into law last
November. That law is also the source of the
authority under which I am imposing the four
additional export conditions.

By removing the ban that has prevented ANS
oil from moving freely in international markets
for more than two decades, we will be stimu-
lating increased domestic oil production in Alas-
ka and California, creating new jobs in the oil
industry, and preserving jobs for America’s mer-
chant seamen.

Over the last several months, my administra-
tion has conducted an extensive interagency re-
view of the environmental, economic, and en-
ergy aspects of lifting the ban. Led by the Na-
tional Economic Council and the Council on
Environmental Quality, the interagency review
team confirmed the Department of Energy’s
1994 findings that lifting the export ban would
provide important benefits to the economy. Per-
mitting exports will generate up to 25,000 more
jobs, particularly for American workers in Cali-
fornia and Alaska, but also in States that

produce oil industry supplies and equipment.
Additional oil production of about 100,000 bar-
rels per day is expected, according to DOE pro-
jections, and Alaska, California, and the Federal
Government will also benefit from up to $2
billion in additional Federal, State, and local
royalty and tax payments.

The review group identified an additional
benefit of exports. It determined that overall
tanker movements along the West Coast will
decline. Because of the ban, the ANS oil that
exceeds the West Coast’s needs currently must
be shipped down the West Coast anyway. With-
out the ban, that ‘‘surplus’’ oil—which has been
suppressing Alaska and California producer
prices below U.S. market levels—can now be
exported.

While the review group found no likelihood
of adverse impacts from ANS exports on Wash-
ington State’s consumers, refiners, or environ-
ment, concern is clearly rising in that State
about the increasing volume of vessel traffic pro-
jected to occur as a result of other factors. For
example, the growing international trade be-
tween Washington State and Pacific Rim na-
tions, while clearly a boon to the State’s econ-
omy, is prompting debate over the adequacy
of current vessel safety procedures and re-
sources.

I share those concerns. Accordingly, I am re-
questing the Coast Guard to prepare, by no
later than 120 days from today, a status report
on its plan for a private-sector vessel assistance
system. I am also asking the Coast Guard to
accelerate completion of the plan, which will
be submitted to Congress, and to offer its assist-
ance to any serious private-sector efforts to im-
prove vessel safety. The plan is required under
a provision of the ANS export law authored by
Senator Patty Murray, who has been at the fore-
front of efforts to safeguard her State’s water-
ways. To further support those efforts, I am
asking the Secretary of Transportation to deter-
mine, by the end of this year, the need for
additional, cost-effective measures to protect the
marine environment, and to prevent shipping
accidents, in Washington State.

Finally, I wish to emphasize that in permitting
ANS oil to be exported, I am in no way dimin-
ishing my authority under various laws to impose
new export restrictions if necessary to respond
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to a national emergency, or to deal with severe
oil supply shortages.

NOTE: The memorandum of April 28 on exports
of Alaskan North Slope crude oil is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
Policy Conference
April 28, 1996

Thank you very much. Mr. Prime Minister,
I just thought I was tired, because it was late
Sunday night; I never felt better in my life.
Thank you very much.

Mr. Prime Minister, Ambassador Rabinovich,
Secretary Glickman, Ambassador Indyk. Presi-
dent Dow, thank you for that wonderful intro-
duction. Mr. Grossman, Mr. Sher, Mr.
Bronfman, Mr. Levy, to Jack Bendheim, who
also gave a wonderful introduction; the cochairs
of this event, Art Sandler and Betsy Sheer; to
all the young students who are here.

The Prime Minister referred on two occasions
to the opportunity that I had on my last trip
to Israel to meet with the young people there.
It was an incredible experience for me. And
I realized that in some ways we have to keep
depending on young people to deliver us be-
cause they remind us that we can break new
ground and make tomorrow different from yes-
terday.

Just before the Prime Minister and I came
in here tonight, we received petitions for peace,
signed largely by college students, that were pre-
sented by Jonathan Epstein of Trinity College
and Abigail Michelson of Brandeis, and I’d like
to thank them. I think they’re over here. I thank
them very much for what they did for that.

I would also like to say a special word of
thanks to the Members of Congress who are
here who have supported our administration’s
policies in the Middle East. If I miss someone
whom I do not see, write me a nasty note to-
morrow. [Laughter] But I would like to say a
special word of thanks to Senator Lautenberg,
Congressman Frost, Congressman Engel, Con-
gresswoman Lowey, Congressman Waxman, and
Congressman Levin. And I hope I didn’t miss
anybody; we can’t afford to lose any more
friends in Congress. [Laughter]

When the Prime Minister said that Israel was
now spending as much money on education as

defense, I thought of seeing if I could get him
to stay another week and just testify before a
few committees. [Laughter] And when you, sir,
said that I had made history for a second time,
I can see myself being guilt-peddled into the
future; I can make history now every year from
now on until the end of my life. [Laughter]

Since I associate you with the struggle for
peace, I can’t help, if you will indulge me, one
real purely personal observation: The last time
I appeared before this conference before last
year was in 1989, when the person who was
supposed to appear on behalf of the Democratic
Party against Lee Atwater went to his daughter’s
college graduation. I thought he had his prior-
ities in order, and so when he asked me to
replace him, I was glad to stand in for Ron
Brown. And since he lost his life on another
remarkable mission of peace, I thought I would
share that with you tonight, and I hope you
will remember that and remember him and his
family in your prayers.

I am pleased as the Prime Minister is that
we can come here tonight with the northern
border of Israel and the southern border of Leb-
anon quiet—no Katyusha rockets firing down
on the people of northern Israel. I thank the
Prime Minister for the tremendous work he did.
And in his absence—and I hope to goodness
he’s sleeping right now—I want to thank the
Secretary of State for his magnificent herculean
effort. I also thank his partner and great unsung
hero, Dennis Ross, for what he has done.

As the Prime Minister said, we had an agree-
ment back in 1993, but it wasn’t in writing,
and it was shattered. For the first time now,
there is an agreement in writing that will be
more effective in preventing further outbreaks.
The violence has stopped. There is now a moni-
toring mechanism to which Israel and Lebanon
can refer complaints. And now it is our fond
hope that civilians on both sides of the border
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